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Ratio hujus juris cst quia humanum genus quantumvis in varies
populos et regna divisum semper habeat aliquam unitatem non
solum specificam sed etiam quasi politicam et moralem quam indicat
naturale praeceptum mutui amoris et misericordiae, quod ad omnes
extenditur, etiam extraneos et cujuscunque nationis. Quapropter
licet unaquaeque civitas perfecta, respublica aut regnum, sit in se
communitas perfecta et suis membris constans, nihilo minus quae-
libet illarum est etiam membrum aliquo modo hujus universi, prout
ad genus humanum spectat. Nunquam enim illae communitates
adeo sunt sibi sufficienter sigillatim quin indigeant aliquo modo
mutuo juvamine et societate et communicatione, interdum ad melius
esse majoremque utilitatem, interdum vero etiam ob moralem neces-
sitatem et indigentiam ut ex ipso usu constat. Hac ergo ratione
indigent aliquo jure quo dirigantur et recte ordinentur in hoc
genere communicationis et societatis.1

In like manner Franciscus de Vittoria:

Since a state is only part of the whole world, since even more a
Christian state is only part of the whole Commonwealth of Christen-
dom (res publica Christiana) even if war be to the plain advantage
of a certain state or people, but if it is on the other hand injurious to
the world at large or to Christendom as a whole, it is on this account
unjust. Granted, for instance, that a war were about to be under-
taken by Spain against France for a just cause and that it were cer-
tain to bring some property advantage or benefit to the kingdom of
Spain, if, none the less, its conduct were likely to involve a greater
hurt to the whole of Christendom, as, for example, by making it
easy for the Turks to occupy Christian territory, then Spain ought
to abstain from such a war.

1 De Legibus, II, cap, 19, n. 19. 8The principle of International Law is that not-
withstanding its division into different kingdoms and peoples mankind is a species
of not only physical but also moral and political unity as indicated by the natural
precept of mutual love and charity which extends to every nation and to all men
without exception. Hence every sovereign state, be it commonwealth or be it
kingdom, though in itself a perfect community yet in relation to the human race
it is in some measure a member of that universal unity. For those single states are
never so self-sufficient as not to stand in need of mutual aid and of association and
even, in a measure, of union with other communities, be it for their greater mater-
ial welfare or by reason of some moral necessity or need. And thus they require
a common law which shall direct their relations in the way of international and
social life.'